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CHIPS for America Act has earned so
far. This partisan provision has no im-
pact on workers’ wages, and it should
hardly be a reason to forfeit the strong
bipartisan support the CHIPS Program
has previously received.

It is important that we send a clear
and distinct and unequivocal message
to our competitors and rivals in China.
Republicans and Democrats have
worked together to bolster domestic
semiconductor manufacturing and to
confront one of our biggest looming
threats from China. Now is not the
time to sacrifice the progress we made.

I encourage our colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to support this
amendment so we can maintain the
strong bipartisan support for this es-
sential program.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
in January of 2020, when reports began
to circulate about the coronavirus, I
instructed my oversight and investiga-
tions staff to get a classified briefing
from the Department of Health and
Human Services’ Office of National Se-
curity. Around that same time, I pub-
licly said that there were signs that
the virus could develop into a world-
wide threat. I also noted at that time
my concern that China may not be ac-
curately reflecting the scale or scope of
the problem and that China was failing
to share information with global
health organizations. Unfortunately,
my concerns proved to be true.

From the beginning, my goal has
been to ensure a robust Federal re-
sponse to the threat and to better un-
derstand the origins of the virus.

Today, as we emerge from the pan-
demic, the focus has rightly shifted to
understanding how the virus origi-
nated. We lost over 500,000 of our fellow
Americans, and this body has spent
trillions of dollars to support the U.S.
economy during the pandemic.

We the people have an absolute right
to know everything that the U.S. Gov-
ernment knows about the origins of the
coronavirus. On March 8, 2021, I wrote
to the Director of National Intelligence
and the Secretary of Health and
Human Services requesting all intel-
ligence, among other requests, relating
to what the government knows about
the origin of the coronavirus. I re-
ceived some intelligence product, and
that product causes very serious con-
cern and further supports my belief
that the ongoing review of its origin
can’t leave any stone unturned. The ef-
fort must be a whole-of-government ap-
proach.

In response to my letter, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health, an Agency
within the Department of Health and
Human Services, stated that it hasn’t
funded gain-of-function research on the
coronavirus. Recent reports have cast
doubts on that position.

Dr. Fauci’s unit provided $3.4 million
in taxpayer grants to a research orga-
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nization called EcoHealth Alliance.
That group then issued subgrants to
the Wuhan Institute of Virology. It has
been reported that from this $3.4 mil-
lion, somewhere between $600,000 and
$826,000 was sent to the Wuhan Insti-
tute of Virology. That money, by the
way, is U.S. taxpayer money. It was
spent on researching bat coronaviruses.

As the Wall Street Journal noted last
week, it is likely that the Wuhan Insti-
tute of Virology was doing gain-of-
function research. If true, that re-
search could have strengthened the
virus to the version that caused the
global pandemic.

Dr. Fauci has said that Chinese sci-
entists are trustworthy, that ‘“‘we gen-
erally always trust the grantee to do
what they say,” and that ‘I can’t guar-
antee that a grantee hasn’t lied to us
because you never know.”’ He also said,
“I can’t guarantee everything that is
going on in the Wuhan lab, we can’t do
that.”” What complete nonsense and a
mess that it is.

Well, Dr. Fauci, why can’t you know
what is going on inside the Wuhan
plant if you are going to send tax-
payers’ money to do it? For crying out
loud, be aggressive and be accountable.

We know the Chinese Government
can’t be trusted. We know the Chinese
Government is involved in risky and
deadly viral research. We Kknow that
sending money to any entity affiliated
with the Chinese Government is a
risky proposition, which is why any
sign of any taxpayer money sent to the
Chinese Government should be subject
to the most rigorous and comprehen-
sive oversight.

If Dr. Fauci and his team know that
taxpayer money is going to the Chinese
Government, what steps did he and
they take to oversee how that money
was used? Well, that question is ex-
actly what I asked in my March 8, 2021,
letter to the Department of Health and
Human Services. HHS failed to answer
what, if any, oversight was done.

In my followup letter to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services on
May 26 of this year, I stated the fol-
lowing:

Your letter failed to describe the steps the
Department of Health and Human Services
took to oversee the research done at the
Wuhan Institute of Virology in light of it
being funded by the taxpayer.

The taxpayers expect the Federal
Government to, at a minimum, know
what their money is buying.

Congress expects the Federal Govern-
ment to perform aggressive oversight,
especially when the funded research in-
volves highly infectious and deadly vi-
ruses. Furthermore, if no oversight
were performed, then that would call
into question the government’s con-
fidence that no gain-of-function re-
search was supported by taxpayers’
dollars, because that is what I was told
by the HHS.

The people have a right to know
what the government knows about the
origins of the coronavirus. The people
have a right to know if Dr. Fauci and
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other government officials were dere-
lict in their duty to conduct oversight
of the money that they knew would
end up with the Communist Chinese
Government.

Dr. Fauci is constantly going on tele-
vision to talk about anything that he
wants to talk about. He should start
talking about what, if any, oversight
he did with respect to the taxpayers’
money that he knew was going to the
Communist Chinese Government.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to complete my
remarks before the vote starts.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that there be 3
minutes of debate, equally divided, be-
tween the votes today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ENDLESS FRONTIER ACT

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I
come to the floor, hopefully today will
be the day we wrap up debate on the
America Competes-Endless Frontier
legislation now known as the USICA,
United States Innovation and Competi-
tion Act of 2021. We come to talk about
this now, primarily because we know
that the research dollars invested
today are going to decide the jobs of
the future. And we know that we all be-
lieve a significant increase in the in-
vestment in research and development
dollars will help us spur innovation,
continue to help us compete, and con-
tinue to be competitive in key sectors
of our economy that are so important
to us.

We know that we have been having
this debate literally now for more than
a decade, starting with President
Bush’s 2006 report saying America
needed to invest more in the National
Science Foundation. And at the time, I
am pretty sure we thought we were in
a track meet where our competitor was
maybe half a lap behind us.

I am pretty sure now, as the decade
has moved on, we are looking over our
shoulder and realizing that the com-
petition is gaining. So we need to make
this investment in research and devel-
opment to stay competitive, to grow
jobs for tomorrow, and solve some of
our most pressing problems, whether
that is climate change, national secu-
rity on cyber issues, or the advent and
usage of artificial intelligence and
what that will mean both for our op-
portunities and for our challenges.

So we are making a renewed commit-
ment to the National Science Founda-
tion. I thank my colleagues again, Sen-
ator SCHUMER and Senator YOUNG, for
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